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A Kindle of Kittens

Spring is here...and that means kittens! This
is the time of year that families start thinking
about adding a cute, cuddly kitten to their
family. I sat down and discussed the upcom-
ing kitten season with Karen Aseltine, Our
Companions Feline Behavior Manager, to
learn more about the best way to add kittens
to a family.

Kittens develop quickly from the time they
are born until they are ready to be adopted
at 10 to 12 weeks old. Although kittens
benefit greatly from social interactions with
humans, they still need feline interaction
with their mother and littermates to learn
play behavior and how to be a cat. A kitten
will seek comfort and continue to nurse until
they are eight to 10 weeks old if the mother
allows it.

Kittens need feline social interaction that
humans cannot replicate. They learn to
walk, play, and use the litter box by copying
behavior from their mother or a littermate,
They also learn how to interact with hu-
mans. A mother cat that is comfortable with
humans will generally have kittens that are
also comfortable with humans.

Normal kitten development involves learn-
ing how to stalk, leap, climb, and posture.
Kittens need to learn how to restrain them-
selves from biting too hard or wrestling too
violently when playing. A kitten’s mother
and littermates communicate very quickly
that there are consequences for being too
aggressive.

Humans simply cannot teach a cat how to
behave. Humans cannot demonstrate how a
kitten should greet another cat, ask another
cat to play, or show affection. Kittens that
live with feline companions tend to be more
accepting of feline and human company
when they become adults.

Separating kittens from their mother and
littermates too early and isolating them as
a single pet will delay them socially and
emotionally.

This is one of the reasons that Our Compan-
ions requires that a family adopt kittens in
pairs if there are no other cats in the home.
Having two kittens that are already bonded
provides a ready playmate and companion.
A solitary kitten can easily become bored
and will look for activities to occupy his
time, like climbing curtains, digging in
plants, and chewing electrical cords. Single
kittens are also more likely to develop
behavior problems like aggressive play biting,
litter box issues, and other destructive and
unwelcome behaviors.

Deciding to adopt one kitten, then later
deciding to adopt another often leads to a
more difficult introduction process. Sibling
kittens and littermates are the best option
because they are already bonded and learn-
ing together about the socialization process.

If you have decided that you would prefer to
adopt a single cat, due to space, monetary or
other constraints, do not despair. Our Com-
panions has many exceptional cats in need
of loving homes. You can find out more by
calling us at 860-242-9999, or by visiting our
beautiful Sanctuary in Ashford. Bring the
family (Saturdays from 1-3 pm) and spend
some time in our cozy cat cottages with the
curious and fun-loving cats who are up for
adoption. We have young adult cats who act
like frisky kittens and love playtime; we have
affectionate cats who love to curl up on your
lap; we have cats who are good with dogs; we
have cats who are great with kids. Whatever
you are looking for in a feline companion,
we can help you find the purrfect match for
your family.
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Karen Aseltine is the Feline Behavior Manager and Caregiver at the Our Companions
Sanctuary. Karen is a Certified Cat Behavior Counselor and serves as one of our resident
“kitty psychologists.” She receives questions every day about cat behavior. This column
will highlight the most commonly asked questions.

Do you have anidea for a future article? Call 860-242-9999, ext. 301,
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org
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