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Helping Shelter Dogs Gain Confidence, Good Manners, and a Forever Home

How does a dog become homeless? Often it is
due to a lack of human compassion, love, and
proper training. Some dogs are abandoned.
Some are surrendered. Some run away from
a bad situation. Whatever the reason, many of
these dogs end up at a municipal animal con-
trol facility. The primary goal is to reunite them
with their owners, when appropriate, or find an-
other suitable home.

When you think of dogs in a shelter, a positive
image does not usually spring to mind. We
picture them barking and perhaps behaving
aggressively. This is not always the case. Some
are well-behaved and ready to be adopted
immediately - but what about the dogs with
behavioral issues? Can they be transformed
into adoptable dogs? The answer is very
often “yes.”

Our Companions’ Canine College is a behavior
modification program that provides individual
and group dog training in an effort to prevent
a dog from becoming homeless. Trainers work
directly with owners to determine possible is-
sues and then use proven techniques to alle-
viate the fear-based, anxiety-produced behav-
iors that some dogs experience. The trainers
have had remarkable success in keeping these
dogs in their homes and reducing the number
of dogs surrendered by their owners.

A lesser known offering within Canine College
is the “Making of an Adoptable Dog” program.
In this newer program, OC’s volunteer dog
trainers partner with municipal shelters that
have dogs in need of homes. The OC volunteer
trainers provide enrichment and training to
dogs living at the shelter, and educate Animal
Control Officers (ACO) on what they can do to
reduce noise levels and stress for dogs in their
care. They also offer advice for making the
dogs more adoptable, which is very important
to ACOs who sincerely want the very best for
these animals.

“A municipal shelter is a stressful environment
for any dog. There is constant barking and the
dogs are confined in an unfamiliar situation,”
says Susan Linker, CEO of Our Companions.
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“Even a well-behaved stray can become fearful
and exhibit behavior issues in such an environ-
ment. Some dogs are brought in with behavior
issues that may have been the cause for their
becoming homeless in the/ﬁrst place. This is
where OC’s Canine College steps in to help.”

The Making of an Adoptable Dog program be-
gan at the Glastonbury Animal Control facility
some five years ago. OC regularly evaluates
dogs at municipal shelters for their adopt-
ability potential. One of our volunteers went
to Glastonbury for an evaluation on Manny, a
pit-bull mix with absolutely no manners. The
OC evaluator knew that Manny had potential
and volunteered to work with him. She started
going to the facility regularly to train him and
teach him manners. After a year and a half of
0OC’s on-site training, Manny was adopted and
now lives happily in a forever home. The Mak-
ing of an Adoptable Dog program was born
from this success.

There are currently 12 OC volunteers in the
Making of an Adoptable Dog program. The vol-
unteer training process is both rigorous and re-
warding. The formal program started in 2014
and OC volunteers have worked with 25 dogs to
date. Twenty-one of the 25 have been adopted.

Manny was adopted with the help of a trainer in the Making of an Adoptable Dog program.

By Tammy Wunsch
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At the Plainville Animal Shelter, OC volunteer
trainer Loretta works with Sugar, who is looking
for a home.
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Rooney curls up cozily on the couch in his new home.

Volunteers work on manners, sitting, loose-
leash walking, and play - all important skills
for a dog to be adoptable. Volunteers spend
approximately 45 minutes per session with
the dog. After a dog completes the program
and is adopted from a municipal shelter, the
new adopter can continue the dog's training
in OC’s traditional Canine College classes at
a reduced rate.

e Adoptable Dog program and is currently up for adoption-

0C works with the municipal shelters in
Glastonbury, Portland, Middletown, plainville,

Windsor, Manchester, and

Cromwell.

East Windsor,

An OC volunteer is currently training two dogs
at the Glastonbury facility. One of these dogs IS
Blue, who arrived at the shelter in early June

His owner had to leave the home suddenly and
Blue was brought in by a temporary caregiver.
Blue had lived happily with his owner, an
extended family, three cats and an older poodle
mix dog; however his size and energy was too
h for the new caretaker. When Blue first
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:rrived at the shelter, he was stubborn, hard to
leash, and didn't want to go into his kennel. He
would bark and cry when left alone and refuse
treats and toys. After OC began working with
Blue and established a routine, Blue began to
plossom. He now knows that a leash means a
walk and a chance to get out of his kennel. OC
discovered that he is food-motivated and loves
mealtime. He also made an unlikely friend - a
little black kitten who escaped from her own
kennel twice and made her way to Blue's bed

to sleep with him. He happily let her.

Rooney arrived at the Middletown shelter after
his owner moved out and left him behind. After
enduring two subsequent failed adoptions,
Rooney was chosen to participate in the Making
of an Adoptable Dog program. He thrived and
everyone fell in love with him. Fortunately, the
shelter was able to continue providing him care
until the right adoptersl came along. Rooney
was featured on Portland on the Move and
was adopted by a newly-married couple the
day after they got the keys to their new home.
They decided within minutes of meeting him
that he was the dog for them. Rooney’s parents
report that he is very well trained, knows basic
commands, and is protective of his new family.
Rooney respects the furniture and stays within
the yard, even when offleash. He happily
shares his new home with a cockatiel.

Connecticut is fortunate to have dedicated
ACOs who are willing to invest their time and
energy helping homeless dogs become more
adoptable. If you are an ACO not currently

_working with Our Companions but would like

to, please call the OC Helpline at (860) 242-
9999 or email Helpline@OurCompanions.org.
Our Companions is looking, for volunteers for
its Sanctuary in Ashford, its Canine College,
and many other programs. Please visit the Our
Companions website at www.OurCompanions.
org to find out how to become a volunteer.
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