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S pring is here and that means it is the
season of rebirth. In addition to new grass

growth and blooming leaves on the trees, ani-
mal babies are being born. Admittedly, babies
from every species are incredibly cute and it
is awfully hard to resist the urge to pet or hold
them. Sometimes, that is acceptable to do, if
the baby in question is from a domesticated
animal and the mother has indicated her ac-
quiescence. Babies in the wild are a different
story altogether, however. In general, a human
should never approach, touch, or interact with
a wild animal baby.

Animals have a different approach to child-rear-
ing than humans. It is quite common for animal

mothers to leave their babies unattended while
they forage for food nearby or draw predators
away from the baby. Much like a human mother
cooking dinner in the next room, the wild ani-
mal mother knows where she left her baby and
will return to feed and care for it. If you don't
interfere, the mother will protect and teach the
baby to survive in its natural habitat. In fact, it
is against the law to take any game animals,
game birds, protected non-game, or endan-
gered species as pets.

The very best thing you can do when encoun-
tering a baby wild animal on its own is simply
to leave it alone and observe the baby from a
distance if possible. If the mother does not re-

turn within a few hours, the next best choice is
to contact a park ranger, animal control officer,
veterinarian, or rescue center. The absolute last
choice is to touch or interact with the animal.

According to the Humane Society of the United
States, signs that a wild animal does, in fact,
need your help are if the animal:

* is presented to you by a cat or dog
* has evidence of bleeding
* has an apparent or obvious broken limb

¢ is featherless or nearly featherless and
on the ground

Continued next page

Do you think you know about wild animal babies?

Test your knowledge!

True or False:

Answers:

1. False. Most birds cannot smell and rabbits will not willingly abandon
their babies even if they have been touched by humans.

1. If a human touches a baby bird or rabbit, the mother will reject the baby
because of the human scent.

2. If you see a baby bird that is unable to fly on the ground, it is orphaned.

3. If you have a nest of baby rabbits and the mother has not been in view all
day, the animals are orphaned.

4. If a deer fawn is seen without its mother, it is an orphan.

5. If you rescue a wild animal baby, you should try to feed it.

2. False. These are most likely fledglings and learning to fly. The parents will
continue to care for them even though they are on the ground. Try to keep
cats and dogs out of the area for a few days.

3. False. Rabbit moms only visit a nest one or two times a day.

4. False. It is normal for deer mothers to leave the fawns for most of the
day, returning once or twice to nurse.

5. False. Animals have specific diets and feeding them anything other than
their normal diet can cause sickness and even death. Cows’ milk can be
particularly lethal to wild animals.
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Into the Wild (continued)

* is shivering
* is crying and wandering all day long

* has a dead parent nearby

The College of Veterinary Medicine at the Univer-
sity of lllinois-Urbana has some additional tips to
determine if a baby is an orphan:

¢ Is the baby crying? Healthy babies waiting for
mom are quiet so they cannot be found by
predators.

* Are there bugs on the baby? Insects on a baby
are a sign that the baby is orphaned.

* |s the baby cold? This can be difficult to deter-
mine without interaction, so watch for a while
to see if the mother returns.

¢ |s the baby dehydrated? Dehydration causes
the skin to look wrinkled on young animals
with little fur or feathers.

It is imperative that you do not even consider
raising a wild animal on your own. Wild animals
have specific dietary needs. Even after careful
observation and consideration, the best choice
is always to contact a professional, such as a
wildlife rehabilitator, to handle the situation. If
this is not at all possible, then you can capture
and safely transport the animal to an appropri-
ate facility for treatment. The CT Department of
Energy And Environmental Protection has a list-
ing of licensed wildlife rehabilitators on its web-

Get Great Coverage AND Help the Animals!

Each year, GoodWorks Insurance, based in Connecticut, donates up to
50% of its operating profits to support local charities, a tremendous com-
mitment to the betterment of its community. This year, Goodworks has
added Our Companions Animal Rescue to its list of charitable partners
- we are honored to have been chosen.

If you are interested in seeing how much you may be able to save on
your insurance policies for automobile(s), home or business, why not con-
sider contacting GoodWorks? You'll get outstanding coverage while at the
same time helping animals in need. A full twenty percent of GoodWorks’
commissions will be placed in a Special Fund donated to Our Compan-

site. We recommend you print it and keep it in your car in case you need to refer to it for assistance.

If you do need to capture and transport a young wild animal to a licensed wildlife rehabilitator, you
need to find a suitable container for transport, such as a cardboard box or pet carrier. You should
line the carrier with a towel or cloth. For your safety, first cover the animal with a towel or sheet, then
gently pick it up and place it in the container. Close the container securely to ensure the baby does
not escape. Keep it in a warm, dark, quiet place and do not provide food or water. Bring the wild
animal baby to a licensed wildlife rehabilitator as soon as possible so they can determine how best
to care for and return it to its home.
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ions. Every successive year
that your policies stay in
force you'll be contributing to
Our Companions — automati-
cally. How cool is that? You'll
be getting something you al-
ready purchase and always need, but you'll also be making a difference
in the lives of animals. Thanks, GoodWorks!!
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INSURANCE

To learn more, call Marc at 800-588-8330 (ext. 405)
or email mgotler@goodworksinsurance.com for a free quote.
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