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Natural Disasters
Making Provisions for Your Pet

BY TAMMY WUNSCH

In New England, when we hear the term “natural disaster,” we
think about earthquakes, coastal flooding, hurricanes and severe
winter storms. The consequences that may arise from such
disasters include the risk of property damage, loss of electrical
power, and the loss of your home.

The typical human response during natural disasters is immedi-
ately to leave the path of the impending disaster and find shelter
elsewhere. The response to the coronavirus, which we are cur-
rently experiencing, is the opposite of typical disasters we have
faced in New England. We need to shelter in place — at home.

Sheltering in place has led to crises and implications that have
not been experienced in most disasters of recent times, namely
disruption in the supply chain and product hoarding behavior.
As it relates to our pets, there also has been an impact on the
pet food supply chain, access to veterinary care, and the ability
for organizations such as Our Companions to utilize critically
needed volunteers to keep programs running smoothly. Being
prepared for such situations is necessary, not only for practical
reasons, but also for emotional reasons — to keep us calm and
clear-headed.

Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act of 2006

After Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Congress passed the Pets
Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act (PETS Act). The
PETS Act requires “the Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) to ensure that state and local
emergency preparedness operational plans address the needs of
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. individuals with household pets and service animals prior to,

during, and following a major disaster or emergency.”

While this is now a Federal law, many states and municipalities
are still developing and working out what their plans will look
like. In Manchester, Connecticut, a town in Hartford County of
some 60,000 residents, Donald Janelle is the Deputy Director of
Manchester Emergency Management, in charge of ensuring that
Manchester is prepared in the event of a disaster. There are 18
different types of disasters, including hurricanes, blizzards, and
pandemics that have been identified, and towns are required to
plan for every contingency.

How Emergency Shelters Work

In wide-scale disasters, it is im-
portant to know that shelters will
not open until after it is safe to do
so. For example, if a tornado is
coming through a region, the
available shelters will not be an-
nounced until after the tornado has
passed. It will take a town at least
two hours to set up a human shelter
and this ensures that residents do
not arrive early and expose
themselves to risk.

If the disaster calls for opening emergency shelters for humans
and animals, this does not necessarily mean that both will be
housed in the same facility. Some facilities are not large enough
to accommodate humans and pets together.

Currently, it is not known how long it will take to establish an
emergency pet shelter. Equipment and supplies would need to
be accessed, brought to the shelter, and set up. Our Companions
is helping to draft the Pet Sheltering Manual and Shelter Rules.
We will be offering Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) training to our volunteers in the hope that they can as-
sist with the pet shelter if necessary.

If disaster strikes and you must go to a shelter, keep in mind that
you are solely responsible for caring for your pet wherever they
are being housed. You will have to go to their location in order to
provide food, bathroom breaks, medicines, walks, etc. This loca-
tion should be in close proximity to the human shelter, but if not,
there is a PETS provision that ensures the availability of shuttle
buses to the pet shelter.









