QUR COMPANIONS news|:::

1L5th Anniversary

2002-2017

e Act Locally to Help Animals in Need
* The Understated but Invaluable Role of Service Dogs
* Keep Your Pets, Get Rid of Your Allergies




P
-
~
-
i
&
-
4

Act Locally to Help
Animals in Need

By Tammy Wunsch

Many Connecticut residents are not aware that their
town may have a municipal animal control shelter ser-
vicing the immediate area. Such shelters may be over-
looked due to their being housed in an out-of-the-way
location, such as at a transfer station or a municipal
public works facility. Yet these shelters, most likely
operating on a shoe-string, would benefit greatly from
even minimal involvement from people like you who
care deeply about animals.

Animal Control Officers (ACOs) manage municipal shel-
ters in Connecticut, and each shelter is governed by
an individual town or region. These municipal shelters
have responsibilities for managing animal adoptions,
issuing dog licenses, investigating rabies-related inci-
dents, and addressing wildlife nuisances in their local
areas.

Municipal shelters also strive to educate the public
about responsible pet ownership, in an effort to mini-
mize the incidence of pet neglect and abuse. They work
hard to ensure that the animals in their charge receive
proper care while in the shelter and have the best
chance of getting adopted. While it's almost certain
that these shelters could use your help, each has its
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own policies regarding how it utilizes volunteers and what kinds of donations it can accept.
Take a few moments to check online to see if your municipal animal shelter has a website
and/or Facebook page that may detail how you can be of assistance. Many shelters post
information about their adoptable animals as well as supplies that they need. If you don't
find an online presence, call your Town Office or your police department and ask for contact
information for your municipal shelter.

Every municipal shelter has its own policies, procedures, and needs, yet there are some
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basic elements shared by most. Monetary donations are almost always
needed and appreciated, but before you write that check, find out if the
town has a dedicated fund for the shelter. You want to be sure your mon-
ey is going where you intend it to go. Another option is to ascertain if the
shelter has a local veterinarian with whom it works. There may be an ac-
count for veterinary care for shelter pets to which you can donate.

Many shelters grant volunteers direct access to the animals and would
appreciate assistance with dog walking and animal socialization. There
are numerous other ways to contribute, in the event that the shelter does
not allow direct interaction with animals due to liability concerns. For ex-
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ample, they may need help promoting adoptable pets on social media or
websites.

Our Companions encourages all Connecticut residents - our large ex-
tended family of supporters, donors, volunteers and community mem-
bers - to reach out and support our local shelters. Remember the ani-
mals in our own back yard often are the most in need of our help. And
although Our Companions is always looking for wonderful forever homes
for its adoptable pets, we would be remiss if we didn’t give a huge “plug”
to our local shelters as places very worthy of your support, and a repu-
table resource for adopting your next furry friend.

A Few Examples of Local Shelters’ Efforts

New Britain - ACO Paula Keller arranges for volunteers to walk dogs and answer phones. The shelter uses its Facebook page to share informa-
tion on adoptable pets and post requests for needed resources. Food is always needed - Purina One dry and canned food - and money is always
appreciated to offset the cost of vet bills. Donations may be made to their dedicated fund, New Britain Pound Pals, LLC, and mailed to Animal
Control, c/o The New Britain Police, 10 Chestnut Street, New Britain, CT 06052.

Ledyard - This municipal shelter states on its website that they need towels, blankets, toys for cats and dogs, and treats. They also would like
Advantix for dogs and Frontline for cats and happily accept gift cards to Wal-Mart or any local pet store. Liability limits the use of volunteers from
working directly with the animals, but they can use volunteers for projects. They are currently seeking volunteers who are able to put up fencing
around a grassy area to create a space for prospective adopters to interact with the animals.

Bridgeport - The largest municipal shelter in Connecticut, has a new City Employee Volunteer program. Volunteers assist the ACO in walking the
dogs daily and helping the animals become more adoptable. They request that you follow their Facebook page - Bridgeport Connecticut Animal
Control - for their latest fundraising efforts and donation requests.

Preston - This shelter welcomes donations of canned or dry dog and cat food, dog and cat toys and treats, and blankets and towels. They also
have a TARA Fund which provides money for medical care for needy pets. If interested in donating, send a check made payable to the Town of
Preston - designate the donation for the TARA Fund - to Preston Town Hall, 389 Route 2, Preston, CT 06365. You can also drop checks off at
the First Selectman’s Office.

Plainfield - This shelter appreciates all kinds of donations, specifically dry and canned dog food, treats, toys, towels, dog collars, dog leashes,
and blankets. They also are seeking to replace their old resting benches with Kuranda dog beds so that the dogs are more comfortable. Anyone
interested in donating a bed may visit their webpage and click on a link to purchase the beds at wholesale prices.

Fairfield - This shelter always appreciates donations to the shelter, especially blankets, dog and cat carriers, monetary contributions, and food
for the animals.
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